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Please Help Us Continue to Care for California Wildlife.

  Did You Know? 

       

    WE CANNOT DO THE WORK WE DO  
WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT!
    Rehabilitation is very expensive: permits, 
food, medications, caging the list goes on. 
Your donation of $30.00 or more will entitle 
you to continue to receive our educational 
newsletter! 
    WCSC is a non - profit, volunteer 
organization and all contributions are tax-
deductible.   
                    THANK- YOU!!
    $30.00    ______                $50.00  ______
    $75.00    ______               $100.00 ______
    $200.00  ______               $500.00  ______
    $_____________________ Other Amount

                 PLEASE MAIL TO:

                Wildlife Care of So Cal
                     P.O. Box 941476
               Simi Valley, CA 93065    
                          or Paypal 
          www.wildlifecareofsocal.org

 The community loves the fact that there are places 
they can call when they find an injured wild animal, that 
are knowledgeable and can give the animal a second 
chance - but there is a cost.          
    There are NO City, State, or Federal agencies that 
rescue, rehabilitate or even fund the rehabilitation 
efforts of our injured and orphaned native wild animals.   
We have to pay them in permit fees to help these 
animals.

 Individuals are making the difference, without our help 
they will be euthanized. 

            PLEASE join us with your donation!
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                 FOOD FOR THOUGHT

      Are we creating adaptive evolutionary 
changes in the coyote’s diet, that we are going to 
regret?
     Rats, gophers and ground squirrels are the main entrée in a 
coyote’s diet. If you are lucky enough, you will witness them 
patiently hovering over the ground intently staring at what from 
our prospective, appears to be nothing and from their 
perspective is a small blade of moving grass. But they know 
from experience that below that dancing blade is dinner, and 
that their patience will pay off. With one quick hop straight up 
all fours in the air, gaze still locked on that dancing blade they 
pounce like a cat and comes up with dinner.

  Poison bait is a common method of large-scale ground 
squirrel control because it requires relatively little labor when 
compared to other methods and achieves high efficacy results.  
It involves distributing bait, usually grain based, which is put in 
bait stations (anticoagulants only), or broadcast mechanically 
or by hand. In and around agricultural buildings, livestock or 
domestic areas, agriculture, crops, orchards , groves, 
vineyards, rangeland, non bearing fruit trees, camp grounds, 
recreational areas, nurseries, to name a few. http://ucanr.edu/sites/
Ground_Squirrel_BMP/CONTROL_METHODS/POISON_BAIT/

 Poison shyness is a behavior whereby an animal which has 
ingested a toxic substance subsequently avoids ingesting that 
substance again. It occurs in nature where animals, usually 
generalists, have evolved the behavior to avoid toxicosis. It is 
often observed in pest control when poisoned baits for insects 
and mammals are ingested at sublethal doses; the target 
species subsequently detect and avoid these poisoned baits. 
Animals may also exhibit bait shyness which occurs when the 
animal tastes a toxic bait, usually (although not always) 
becomes ill and then subsequently avoids the un- adulterated 
bait.This learned behavior is known as conditioned food 
aversion learning. The terms "poison shyness" and "bait 
shyness" are sometimes used interchangeably.

    Animals learn an association between the odor of a toxic 
substance and its toxicity. This allows them to detect and avoid 
the toxin when it is next encountered. In pest control, to 
prevent this, a special form of poison is used; the chemical is 
not immediately toxic and is odorless. When the poison is 
ingested, the active component is transported to the liver 
where it is oxidized to a toxic substance which then kills the 
animal. With sub-lethal doses of such a chemical, the animal 
cannot learn the association between the odor of the food and 
its toxicity, thereby preventing poison shyness from developing.  
Or so in theory. 

Source http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poison_shyness

     In pest control and conservation 
Conditioned taste aversion has been widely used as a 
method of pest control and conservation. These aversions 
have been induced in both predator and prey species. In rats, 
bait shyness can persist for weeks or months and may be 
transferred to nontoxic foods of similar types.There are 
indications that bait shyness in coyotes can be transferred 
from pieces of meat to a temporary aversion to live sheep. 
Bait shyness may sometimes be location specific and not 
transferred to different localities. Below is an incomplete list 
of animals for which poison shyness or bait shyness has 
been documented in pest control: rats, possums, moles, 
voles, mice, coyotes, crows, ravens.

http://self.gutenberg.org/articles/Poison_shyness

   So what caused this line of thinking? Observations of coyotes that have 
come in with mange, (which has been determined by the National Park 
Service to be a side effect of ingesting rat poison). On more than 1 occasion 
coyotes and a few Bobcats have refused to eat rodents offered to them.
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             Conditioned Taste Aversion (CTA) 
 is a unique and powerful form of learning that produces dramatic long-
term reduction in the willingness of animals to consume a particular 
food that has been associated with illness. Since CTA can effectively 
suppress predatory attack among wolves and other predators that 
would otherwise kill livestock, it has been proposed as a means of 
mitigating resistance among agriculturalists to reintroductions of 
wolves in the U.S.

   As early as 1974 Carl Gustavson established CTA among captive 
wolves and coyotes and so suppressed predatory attack upon live 
sheep and other prey. This was accomplished by simply providing 
predators that routinely attacked, killed, and consumed sheep with 
sheep meat baits laced with an undetectable, but illness-inducing 
substance. Illness lasted about 30 minutes. After several days during 
which wolves ate their regular diet of dog food, they were deprived of 
food and then allowed to interact with live, totally defenseless sheep in 
a large enclosure. During lengthy and repeated trials, predatory attack 
was suppressed among the hungry predators and so sheep survived 
the encounter uninjured.
    Captive studies of foxes, rats, cormorants, hawks, cougars, black 
bears, and other species have confirmed that a properly applied CTA 
can produce dramatic and lasting alterations in the willingness of 
predators to attack specific prey.
http://www.conditionedtasteaversion.net/ source

            

  
   Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Biologist Corner

Finches: Increased mortality of finches 
(house finch, goldfinch, and pine siskin) 
began in mid-December. The majority of 
the cases are being reported in Alameda, 
Contra Costa, Placer, Sacramento, San 
Mateo, Santa Clara, and Sonoma 
counties. Biologists evaluated 3 pine siskin 
carcasses so far and cause of death was 
due to salmonellosis. Salmonellosis is a 
bacterial infection spread through feces 
contaminated food and water. Most of 
these cases involve bird feeders, so it’s 
recommended to encourage the public to 
clean everything really well. Clean feeder 
first with soapy water, then soak in solution 
of 1:9 parts bleach to water, and air dry.

            

 Individuals are 

KEEPING IT WILD!
by making a difference at 
home. 

Non Heritable Adaptive 
Behavior

Populations change through the process 
of evolution. Each individual in a 
population has a unique role in their 
particular environment. This role is 
commonly known as an ecological 
niche, and is simply how an animal 
lives in an environment in relation to 
others. Over successive generations, the 
animal must adapt to their surrounding 
conditions in order to develop their 
niche. An animals niche will evolve as 
changes in the external environment 
occur. The most successful species in 
nature are those that are able to use 
adaptive behaviors to build on prior 
knowledge, thereby increasing their 
overall knowledge bank. In turn, this 
will increase their overall survival and 
reproductive success.

Learning - Many species have the 
ability to adapt through learning. 
Animals will often learn through 
psychological processes, such as 
operant and classical conditioning, 
discrimination memory, and other 
cognitive processes, in addition to 
learning from one another.   This 
learning process allows animals to 
modify their behavior to survive in 
unpredictable environments. Animals 
begin as naive individuals and learning 
allows them to obtain the knowledge 
they need to adapt and survive. It is 
important to remember that learnt 
adaptive behavior must have a 
psychological, as well as a biological, 
component. Without the integration of 
these two disciplines, behavioral 
adaptation cannot occur.     https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adaptive_behavior_
%28ecology%29

Conditioned Taste Aversion &  Non Heritable Adaptive Behavior

The California Fish and 
Game Commission voted 
3-2 to ban bobcat trapping 
everywhere in California. 
The vote, which took place 
at the Commission's regular 
meeting in Fortuna, caps a 
controversy that started 
when a Joshua Tree 
resident found traps illegally  
placed on his land less than 
a mile from the National 
Park.

The trapping of Bobcats by 
trappers was for profit and 
the pelts were sold in 
foreign countries.
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WCSC (formerly Wildlife Care of Ventura County) was founded in 1994 as a non-
profit, volunteer organization, which holds permits through the City of Simi Valley, 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, United States Fish and Wildlife and 
USDA .     
  Our organization is permitted to rehabilitate all native wildlife; with the exception 
of bear, mountain lion, and deer. Our volunteers specialize in one or more species, 
and operate as a team of dedicated, and highly trained individuals.  We work very 
closely with veterinarians who provide medical care, x-rays, surgery and humane 
euthanasia when necessary. Beyond the immediate benefits of helping wildlife in 
need, WCSC provides a valuable service to the entire community by making help 
accessible to those who find wildlife in distress, and educating the public on living 
with our wild neighbors.  

                         Wildlife Care of So Cal
A Wild Animal Rehabilitation and Release Organization
        PO Box  941476                 Simi Valley, Ca. 93065

Wildlife Care of So Cal

Our mission is to rescue, rehabilitate, and release, wildlife as well as educate the 
public on how to coexist with our wild neighbors.

 Director, Anna Reams 
P.O. Box 941476 

 Simi Valley Ca, 93065
Information Hotline 805-581-3911

www.wildlifecareofsocal.org
Wildlife Care of Southern 

California/Facebook
Southern California Protecting and 

Outsmarting Wildlife in your 
Backyard/Facebook

WILD!

                    SAY NO TO POISON -- 

       Don’t go for the bait...  it’s killing our wildlife.

This raccoon was trapped with an illegal trap 
and then shot in the head. Just because you 
can buy it on the computer ...doesn’t make it 
legal or right.

             Individuals are 

  KEEPING IT WILD 

 by making a difference at home. 
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