
 Wildlife Care of Ventura County
A Wild Animal Rehabilitation and Release Organization
Please Help Us Continue to Care for California Wildlife.

Wildlife Stewardship 
the responsible overseeing and protection of 
something considered worth caring for and 
preserving. 
  
   Since the early 1900’s there has been concern over the state of 
the environment and our native wildlife. USFW governs and 
protects native and migratory birds. Game Mammals have been 
managed not necessarily protected by the Department of Fish 
and Game now called Fish and Wildlife. 
The "Dept of Fish and Wildlife" are moving in the direction of 
"protecting" ecosystems and non game wildlife but since 
inception in 1852 have just been for the management of 
Fisheries and Game animals collecting fees from hunters and 
trappers.      California one of only 13 states still using "Game" 
in the title of their wildlife agency, in 2012 the state legislature 
changed the Department's name from Fish and Game to Fish 
and Wildlife, effective January 1, 2013. Eighteen other states 
use "wildlife," while the others 
generally use "natural resources" or 
"conservation", reflecting trends 
towards expansion of the agencies' 
missions from sport fishing and hunting 
alone, to protection of non game wildlife 
and whole ecosystems.
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
California_Department_of_Fish_and_Wildlife 
 We are moving in the right direction but as some of the articles 
will show sometimes a little awareness and push from the public 
gets things done a bit quicker. 
   The activities presented in this newsletter are legal and going 
on in our cities and the state of California . quite possibly, in 
your backyard. Unless we all take an interest and speak up on 
the treatment and “protection” of our native animals by voicing 
our opinions and questioning the status quo as it has been for 
over 100 years, unless this happens, things won’t change. The 
ethical compassion of those of us who remain silent,will be so at 
the cost of our wildlife.  

       "All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing." 
                        (Edmund Burke)                                                                                                                    KEEP IT WILD AND ALIVE !
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 2013 A Local resident in Joshua Tree noticed a decline in 
Bobcats in his area. Spoke up and made a difference... 
Assembly Bill 1213, which Governor Jerry Brown signed 
establishes a no-trapping zone in the vicinity of Joshua 
Tree National Park, and directs the state's Fish and 
Game Commission to establish similar zones around 
other places in the state where wildlife is 
protected...read more about it.
Bobcats Win Partial Protection From Trapping in 
California     http://www.kcet.org/news/redefine/rewild/
legislation/bobcat-placeholder.html
   2009 Local residents in Ojai disagreed with Fish and 
Game killing of a local Bear. Spoke up and and made a 
difference.
On the Ojai incident: Assembly man Pedro Nava (D-
Santa Barbara) demanded an explanation from Fish and 
Game officials, who repeated their assertions that they 
had done nothing wrong
 http://www.kcoy.com/story/11607755/112409-nava-
releases-memorandum-on-ojai-bear-incident-and-
california-department-of-fish-game-tranquilization-and-
euthanizing-policies-nava-asks-for

Los Angeles City Councilman Mitch O'Farrell on Friday 
10-2013 proposed banning animal snare traps in the city, 
saying the wire nooses used to trap coyotes are 
"inhumane."
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SACRAMENTO, Calif.    California Assembly 
Member Richard Bloom (D-Santa Monica) has 
introduced the Bobcat Protection Act of 2013, which 
would prohibit the commercial trapping of bobcats in 
California. The bill, A.B. 1213, responds to an 
increase in the commercial trapping of bobcats in 
California driven by a rise in demand from China 
for bobcat pelts. Numerous bobcats were killed this 
past year just outside the boundary of Joshua Tree 
National Park by commercial trappers, potentially 
depleting the park’s wildlife population.   A must 
read article on how our Bobcats are being killed and 
pelts sold to line the pockets of a few trappers. 

http://www.kcet.org/news/the_back_forty/
commentary/the-hidden-desert/why-california-should-
ban-bobcat-trapping.html

American Badger 
Population Status: Badger populations have declined drastically in California 
within the last century (Grinnell et al., 1937; Longhurst, 1940). Grinnell et al. 
(1937) noted that Badgers were reduced in numbers over almost all of their range in 
California by 1937. Have been extirpated from many areas in southern California. 
Long and Killing by (1983) regarded the status of Badgers in California as poor. 
Deliberate killing probably has been a major factor in the decline of Badger 
populations. People regard Badgers as detrimental to their interests and attempt to 
kill them. Cultivation is adverse to Badgers, as they do not survive on cultivated 
land. Agricultural and urban developments have been the primary causes of decline 
and extirpation of populations of Badgers in California. Rodent and predator 
poisoning pose double threats through direct and secondary poisoning of Badgers 
and elimination of the food Badgers are dependent upon. Shooting and trapping of 
Badgers for animal "control" is another source of mortality. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service took 4086 Badgers in California from 1966 to 1976 (Lee, 1977). 
Current data on Badger populations are needed throughout the state, especially from 
the lowlands of western California. The effects of continuing habitat loss, rodent 
poisoning, and trapping for the fur trade should be assessed. Mandatory reporting of 
take (including animals discarded) by trappers and hunters should be required. No 
current data exist on the status of Badger populations in California, but they have 
obviously declined or disappeared in large sections of the stat
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/nongame/publications/mammal_ssc.html#

1986  MAMMALIAN SPECIES OF SPECIAL CONCERN 

2013 Orphaned Baby Bobcat / Released 2013 Los Padres 
National Forest... Between Ojai and Santa Barbra .  Rumored 
trapping has been going on there.

2013 2nd Badger in 20 years to come in for rehabilitation both were dog or 
coyote attacks .This one came from Granada Hills and was released back in 
the area.

Current Fish and Game laws on Badger hunting. 
§461. Badger and Gray Fox.  
http://www.fgc.ca.gov/regulations/current/mammalregs.aspx#460
(a) Badger may be taken as follows:
(1) Season and Area: November 16 through the last day of February, 
statewide.
(2) Bag and Possession Limit: No limit.

Stop bobcat trapping by the fur trade in 
California .  “As long as you set your traps in season, you 
can kill as many bobcats as you want. The only limit is that 
once trappers kill 14,400 bobcats in the state, the season closes 
“DFW.
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Snares and Traps are designed to choke, crush, hang, 
or entangle the animals that you’re trying to catch. 
 Made from galvanized aircraft cable, neck snares are one of Wildlife 
Trappers' most widely used tools.  Neck snares are also indiscriminate 
and kill in grim fashion. "They are plum non-forgiving and nonselective," 
said Gary Strader, a former Nevada Wildlife Services trapper. Strader set 
neck snares on public and private land across Nevada to kill coyotes but 
was surprised how many other animals he caught. Strader said. "I have 
caught skunks, badgers, kit foxes, bobcats, (mountain) lions, deer, elk, 
dogs, raccoons, porcupines, red fox, gray fox and antelope."    California, 
which banned leg-hold traps in 1998, is now a neck-snare hot spot. Since 
2008, nearly 8,000 animals, mostly coyotes, have died in federal snares 
here, behind only Texas. But  Strader said such numbers don't reflect 
reality. "The field guys do not report even a fraction of the non-target 
animals they catch," he said.   And breakaway devices on snares often 
fail, he added. "If there is entanglement, which in almost all cases there 
is, then the breakaway will not work at all. "Like a hang man's noose, 
neck snares are designed to cinch tight around an animal's neck, 
strangling it quickly. But it doesn't always work that way. California 
Residents: Help protect California Wildlife from Cruel Trapping 
Practices     www.californiastatehumane.org  click on legislation to get 
informed and involved.        

                       Money better spent ...  you decide

•    Paying a trapper 500.00 per head to remove wildlife (by law they 
have to kill them or release on site, no relocating wildlife) 

•  Rehabilitation facilities have to pay fees for permits to the Federal 
government, State and the City to humanely care for and release 
wildlife that is being injured and displaced by urbanization. We are not 
funded by any of them. We also educate people on how to live with 
these animals. 

                  Which efforts would you rather support?

Laws and regulations that apply when trapping for 
profit to alleviate animal damage and nuisance wildlife 
problems:

•Trapping license is required if working for an animal 
damage/nuisance wildlife control company (Fish and 
Game Code Section 4005)
•You must have your trapping license in your 
immediate possession while trapping for either 
commercial fur or nuisance wildlife control purposes 
(FGC Sect. 1054.2)
•Cage and box traps, nets, suitcase-type live beaver 
traps, and common rat and mouse traps are not 
considered body-gripping traps (Title 14 California 
Code of Regulations Section 465.5)
•Leg-hold traps may be used only to protect human 
health or safety, and only by government agencies (T 
14 CCR Sect. 465.5)
•Body-gripping traps may be used to prevent property 
damage (T 14 CCR Sect. 465.5)
• Poison is not an authorized method of take (T 14 

CCR Sect. 465.5 & 475)
• Steel-jawed leg-hold traps are prohibited (T 14 CCR 

Sect. 465.5) 
• Traps must be inspected and trapped animals 
removed at least once daily
(T 14 CCR Sect. 465.5) 
•  A trapper must either euthanize a trapped animal or 

release it immediately on site (T 14 CCR Sect. 
465.5) 

• It is illegal to set or maintain traps which do not bear 
a number or other identifying mark registered to the 
department (T 14 CCR Sect. 465.5) 
•  A trapper may not set a trap within 150 yards of any 
structure used as a permanent or temporary 
residence, unless such traps are set by a person 
controlling such property or by a person who has and 
is carrying with him written consent of the landowner to 
so place the trap or traps (T 14 CCR Sect. 465.5)
•Depredating fur-bearing or non game mammals, 
taken by trapping, may not be bought or sold (T 14 
CCR Sect. 465.5)
•The pelts of animals taken with body-gripping traps 
may not be sold (T 14 CCR Sect. 465.5)
•A trapping license may be revoked for a violation of 
the trapping laws and regulations (FGC Sect. 4043)
•Fur-bearing and/or nongame mammals that are 
injuring property may be taken at any time and/or in 
any manner (FGC Sect. 4152 & 4180)

Adult Coyote Trapped in snare trap at the home of a resident in Echo Park who 
had hired a trapper, the coyote hung by the neck for an undetermined amount 
of time, suffocating ,he also had a broken leg...      he later died. 2013

                                             Fish and Game 
                           SUMMARY OF TRAPPING LAWS AND REGULATIONS

Type to enter text

http://www.californiastatehumane.org
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Wildlife Care of Ventura County
         WE CANNOT DO THE WORK WE DO 

                WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT! 

Rehabilitation is very expensive. Your donation of 
$30.00 or more will entitle you to continue to 
receive our semi - annual newsletter! 
WCVC is a volunteer, non-profit organization and all 
contributions are tax-deductible.  tax #77-0390358
  
                           THANK- YOU!!
          $30.00    ______                 $50.00  ______

           $75.00    ______             $100.00 ______
           $200.00  ______             $500.00  ______

               $________________  Other Amount

                 

                           PLEASE MAIL TO:
                     Wildlife Care of Ventura County
                     P.O. Box 941476
                     Simi Valley, CA 93065    
                      or Pay pal on our website
                    www.wildlifecareofventura.org 

WCVC was founded in 1994 as a non - profit, volunteer organization, 
which holds permits through the California Department of Fish and 
Game, United States Fish and Wildlife, and USDA.      
 
  Our organization is permitted to rehabilitate all native wildlife; except 
for bear, mountain lion, and deer. 
  Our volunteers specialize in one or more species, and operate as a 
team of dedicated, and highly trained individuals.  We work very 
closely with veterinarians who provide medical care, x-rays, surgery
 and humane euthanasia when necessary. 

     Beyond the immediate benefits of helping wildlife in need, WCVC 
provides a valuable service to the entire community by making help 
accessible to those who find wildlife in distress, in addition to 
educating the public on living with our urban immigrants.  

Our mission is to rescue, rehabilitate, and release, as well as educate 
the public on how to coexist with our wild neighbors.

 Director, Anna Reams 
805-581-3911

P.O. Box 941476   Simi Valley Ca, 93065
www.wildlifecareofventura.org

 Facebook.com/Wildlife Care of Ventura County
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                    Wildlife Care of Ventura County
A Wild Animal Rehabilitation and Release Organization
        P.O Box 941476                 Simi Valley, Ca. 93065

KEEP  
IT
WILD   !

 Remember: When people and wildlife interact, wildlife often ends up losing. Always enjoy wildlife from a distance and do not intentionally feed them. If you must 
offer food, plant native plants and sustain a natural habitat within your back yard and the wildlife will come, but they will also remain healthy and wild.
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