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Wildlife Care of Ventura County
A Wild Animal Rehabilitation and Release Organization

Please Help Us Continue to Care for California Wildlife.
Fall 2011

THE NEW
FACE OF
URBAN
WILDLIFE
Photographer Unknown

www.wildlifecareofventura.org

P.O Box 941476 Simi Valley Ca 93065

Hotline 805-498-2794

URBAN
California, a migratory state for many birds...and many people. WCVC gets a lot of calls from people who are very surprised at the wildlife
that they are seeing in their yards and are wondering just what to do about it. This publication is directed towards native Californians and
people who are new to California and are not aware of the diversity in our wildlife populations, especially those animals who have adapted to
life in our suburbs and cities.
Living in the suburbs or the city among concrete buildings,
roads, traffic jams and other human created environments, it is
easy to forget that we are surrounded by nature. The wilderness
is not just “out there” beyond our city boundaries. There are
more elements of the wild areas right here where we live, work,
and play.
If you pause during your busy day to take a look, you will see
hawks, vultures and ravens circling overhead, a squirrel
scampering across a power line or street carrying half his weight
in a scored avocado, a hummingbird stopping by your patio to
bury his head in a colorful bloom... but when the sun goes down
a whole new parade of activities begin with all the nocturnal
animals that also call our cities home. Our neighborhoods can
be a great place to learn about nature. I often find it ironic that
we will take our yearly vacations to drive a few hours away to
camp and marvel at the wildlife that come through the campsite
but are annoyed by the same wildlife that come through our
backyards.
By observing the life habits and seasonal cycles of the
creatures that share our neighborhoods we can also begin to
understand that nature lives just beyond our backdoors, not just
our city boundaries or a few hours away and that this is the new
wild.
Most of California is a desert and when people started settling
here we brought with us agriculture and suburbia with it’s lush
lawns,trash,insects etc. a virtual oasis in the desert for many of
these animals.
How we respond to these urban wild issues within our
community is a determining factor in wild animal population size
and behavior while they are adapting to life in the city and our
neighborhoods.

Desert Wildlife
Diurnal Animals
There are a few animals
that can be seen during
the day. These animals,
active during the day and
inactive at night, are
called diurnal. Diurnal
animals
protect
themselves from the heat
by spending most of the
day in whatever shade
they can find.
Coyote
Desert Bighorn Sheep
Desert Tortoise
Raven
Vulture
Horned Lizard
Red-Tail Hawk
Golden Eagle
Tarantula
Gambel’s Quail
Morning Dove
Mountain Kingsnake
Roadrunner
Broad-handed Mole
Little Brown Bat
Eastern Fox Squirrel
California Ground-Squirrel
Botta's Pocket-Gopher
California Harvest Mouse
Crow
Black Bear

Desert Wildlife
Nocturnal Animals
Almost all desert animals
are smart enough to stay
out of the sun during the
hottest part of the day.
They stay deep
underground in burrows.
There the sand is much
cooler, and burrowing
animals, the badger, the
gopher, the coyote and
the kit fox, sleep. At
night, after the sun goes
down and the sand cools
off, the animals come out
to hunt for food. When
an animal is active at
night and rests during
the day, it is called
nocturnal.
Coyote
Desert Cottontail
Mojave Rattlesnake
Bobcat
Barn Owl
Jackrabbit
Mountain Lion
Badger
Striped Skunk
Raccoon
Opossum
Grey Fox
Black Bear

The animals in the columns to the right in red text are not desert
animals but animals that have moved inland with people and have
adapted to the urban life.

Coyote Study is a must read...for everyone, to understand what is
happening with the adaptations of coyotes and how it needs to be dealt
with on community basis not a lethal one.
http://www.theconservationagency.org/coyotes/Globe%20Magazine%20%20Horton%20sml.pdf

Grey Fox
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  Why	
  you	
  shouldn't	
  feed	
  the	
  wildlife	
  …	
  	
  	
  	
  Their	
  lives	
  depend	
  on	
  it.
Wildlife	
  Care	
  of	
  Ventura	
  County	
  volunteers	
  see	
  the	
  ill	
  eﬀects	
  of	
  feeding	
  wild	
  animals	
  every	
  day.	
  Experts	
  agree	
  that	
  this	
  
misplaced	
  kindness	
  is	
  a	
  major	
  threat	
  to	
  wildlife.	
  Wildlife	
  Care	
  volunteers	
  over	
  the	
  last	
  15	
  years	
  have	
  seen	
  a	
  substanFal	
  
increase	
  in	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  resident	
  calls	
  on	
  Raccoons,	
  Skunks,	
  Opossums	
  and	
  Coyotes	
  with	
  in	
  Los	
  Angeles	
  and	
  Ventura	
  
CounFes	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  A	
  few	
  reasons	
  why	
  you	
  should	
  not	
  feed	
  wild	
  animals:
1. Providing an artificial food source causes adults to produce large families which the natural
food supply can't support.
Overpopulation leads to starvation and epidemics of disease.

2. It is illegal to feed wildlife.

Ventura and Los Angeles County animal control ordinance prohibits feeding wild animals except for
the use of bird feeders. The Marine Mammal Protection Act imposes hefty fines for persons who
harass, disturb or interfere with the natural behaviors of marine mammals such as whales, sea lions,
harbor seals, pelicans, etc. - this would include providing food to attract the animals or encourage
domesticity. It is also illegal to possess any native wildlife without a permit: if you find an injured
animal, you should call a licensed rehabilitator in your area immediately.

3. Wild animals have specialized diets and can die from the wrong foods.

Many people feed wildlife as a form of entertainment; but bread, popcorn, french fries and picnic
leftovers can cause disease, death, mouth injuries and throat obstructions in animals adapted to eat
other foods. Feeding the wrong diet to a baby animal even for a day or two can permanently damage
developing muscles, bones and tissues, making survival impossible. Even feeding supposedly
“healthy” food is harmful because it alters the animal's foraging patterns and can cause
overpopulation which ultimately leads to starvation.

4. Feeding causes wildlife to lose their natural fear of humans and changes their behavior

patterns. Problems occur when half the people in a neighborhood are feeding wild animals for the
pleasure of seeing them come close while the other neighbors are trapping the animals and calling
pest control companies to eliminate or relocate them. These animals become easy targets for people
who do not respect wildlife and would hurt or poison them intentionally. Also, there are many people
who are afraid of wildlife and may injure an animal in an attempt to defend themselves against a
mistaken attack. By our offering them artificial food we are desensitizing them to humans and our
establishments. We are teaching them that it is a place to get food and it is safe. With backyard
feeding stations (feral cats) the behaviors of all of these animals changes as they adapt to the urban
environment and the easy access and abundance of food in one location. So when this artificial
supply of food disappears ( we go on vacation or move), they can become destructive in their search.

5. You always risk injury when you do not keep a respectful distance from wild animals who may
misinterpret your actions.
Wild animals defend themselves with teeth, beaks, claws, talons, spines, venom, and toxins to name
a few adaptations. There is no guarantee that a wild animal knows where the food stops and your
fingers begin. Sadly, it is usually the animal which loses when the person feeding complains of being
“attacked.” For some reason, many people who would never consider petting a stray dog will readily
feed and approach a wild animal.

6. Providing a source of unnatural food in residential areas often leads to property damage and

unwelcome wild “house guests.”Wildlife Care of Ventura County receives hundreds of calls each
year from people complaining of damage and disruption to their homes and landscaping from
raccoons and other wildlife. Often this is because someone is attracting the animal with food, either
on purpose or inadvertently by leaving out pet food or not securing garbage.

7. Backyards can be Natural Habitats. Creating a natural native habitat with in our backyard allows
our wildlife to retain their natural foraging skills and remain wild and afraid of people. Unless the
animal is injured, the best thing we can do for our urban wildlife is to leave them alone.

Remember: when people and wildlife interact, wildlife often ends up losing. Always enjoy wildlife from a distance and do not intentionally feed them. If you must offer food, create a
natural habitat with native plants in your backyard. The wildlife will come, but they will also remain healthy and wild. To learn more and certify your backyard as an official wildlife
habitat, visit the National Wildlife Federation http://www.nwf.org
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Wildlife Care of Ventura County
A Wild Animal Rehabilitation and Release Organization
PO Box 941476
Simi Valley, Ca. 93065

KEEP IT WILD !

Newsletter

FALL 2011

Wildlife Care of Ventura County
WCVC was founded in 1994 as a non-profit, volunteer organization,
which holds permits through the California Department of Fish and
Game, United States Fish and Wildlife, and USDA.
Our organization is permitted to rehabilitate all native wildlife;
with the exception of bear, mountain lion, and deer.
Our volunteers specialize in one or more species, and operate as a
team of dedicated, and highly trained individuals. We work very
closely with veterinarians who provide medical care, x-rays, surgery
and humane euthanasia when necessary.
Beyond the immediate benefits of helping wildlife in
need, WCVC provides a valuable service to the entire
community by making help accessible to those who find
wildlife in distress, in addition to educating the public on
living with our urban immigrants.
Our mission is to rescue, rehabilitate, and release, as well as educate the
public on how to coexist with our wild neighbors.
Director, Anna Reams
805-581-3911
P.O. Box 941476 Simi Valley Ca, 93065
Information Hotline 805-498-2794
www.wildlifecareofventura.org
Wildlife Care of Ventura County/Facebook

WE CAN NOT DO THE WORK WE DO
WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT!

Rehabilitation is very expensive. Your
donation of $25.00 or more will entitle you
to continue to receive our semi-annual
newsletter!
WCVC is an all volunteer, nonprofit
organization and all contributions are taxdeductible. In 2010 we took in over 1000
animals at a cost of over 25,000 dollars.

THANK- YOU!!
$25.00

______
$50.00 ______
$75.00 ______
$100.00 ______
$200.00 ______
$500.00 ______
$________________ Other Amount
PLEASE MAIL TO:

Wildlife Care of Ventura County
P.O. Box 941476
Simi Valley, CA 93065
or Paypal on our website
www.wildlifecareofventura.org

