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“Darwin” - One of our non releasable crows

Please Help Us Continue to Care for California Wildlife.
In this day and age, when most of us are asked to recant
WE CAN NOT DO THE WORK WE DO
the first thoughts that come to mind about crows, it’s
WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT!
usually superstitious, dark tales of death, witch fables
Rehabilitation is very expensive. Your
and horror movies. Who could forget “Hitchcock’s”
donation
of $25.00 or more will entitle you
vision of large black birds plucking out the eyes of the
to continue to receive our semi-annual newsletter!
innocent. Even today, those tales are believed by many.
WCVC is an all volunteer, non-profit
These memories are reinforced every time our attention
organization and all contributions are taxis drawn to a crow via all of the noise and racket they
deductible. In 2010 we took in over 1000 animals
make. Very rarely is there ever just one crow -- it’s more
at a cost of over 25,000 dollars.
commonly a whole group of them. If you are one of the
lucky people who actually live in their flight path or
THANK- YOU!!
have fruit bearing trees in the vicinity, it could be
$25.00 ______
$50.00 ______
hundreds of crows who converge onto your property,
$75.00 ______
$100.00 ______
conversing with one another so loudly that you can’t
help but go outside just to see what is happening.
$200.00 ______
$500.00 ______
Then, as suddenly and mysteriously as the volume was
$________________
Other Amount
turned up, it is slowly turned off and all the crows
disperse. Whether you are a fan of the crow or not, we
PLEASE MAIL TO:
hope to dispel a few myths and replace them with some
Wildlife Care of Ventura County
facts. You may still not be a fan, but no matter where
P.O. Box 941476
you are on the subject of crows, you will have a new
Simi Valley, CA 93065
understanding and hopefully an appreciation of their
or Paypal
social and familial structure -- which is, believe it or
not...
very
similar
to
ours.
www.wildlifecareofventura.org
www.wildlifecareofventura.org
P.O Box 941476 Simi Valley Ca 93065
Information Hotline 805-498-2794

The Truth About One Of Natures Most Intelligent Birds

American Crows
Crows are a very familiar
sight and sound over much of
the continent: large,
intelligent, all-black birds with
hoarse, cawing voices. Their
stomping grounds are usually
treetops, fields, construction
sites, roadsides, town centers
and backyards to habitats
ranging from open woods, and
farm land to the coast. They
usually feed on the ground, are
omnivores and scavengers,
and eat almost anything –
typically earthworms, insects,
small animals, mice, seeds,
fruit, garbage, carrion, and
chicks from nests.
Crows are rarely found alone. They are very social creatures,
sometimes forming flocks in the millions. Inquisitive and
sometimes mischievous, crows are quick learners and problemsolvers, often raiding garbage cans and picking over discarded
food containers. They’re also aggressive in the protection of family
members. They often chase away larger birds including hawks, and
owls they have discovered perched out in the open during the day.

Cornell Lab of Ornithology on Crows
Other birds and some primates have been seen to use objects
to forage. What is unusual here, is that crows also make their
own tools. Using their beaks as scissors and snipers, they
fashion hooks from twigs, and make barbed, serrated rakes or
combs from stiff leathery leaves. Even more fascinating, they
don’t throw the tools away after one use -- they carry them
from one foraging place to another.
Scientists are still debating what this behavior means. Man’s
use of tools is considered a prime indication of his intelligence.
Is this a skill acquired by chance? Did the crows acquire tool
making skills by trial and error rather than planning? Or, in its
ability to adapt and exploit an enormous range of resources and
habitats, is the crow closer to humans than any other creature?
Dr Hunt, of Massey University in New Zealand, said this of his
research: “There are many intriguing questions that remain to
be answered about crows’ tool behavior.”

Kevin J. Mc Gowan on American Crows
The plain old American crow gets extra special attention from
one Cornell University researcher -- Kevin J. Mc Gowan.
Crows are much too common for some people's tastes and
largely neglected by ornithologists. American crows (Corvus
brachyrhynchos) tend to hang around home for years to help
their parents raise more crows. "Most young birds leave their
parents soon after leaving the nest -- probably because they're
chased away -- and never see the parents again," McGowan
explained. "But American crows never chase away their
offspring. Some crows stay with their parents for up to five
years or longer. There's a 6-year-old crow I marked during the
first year of my study that's still associated with its parents and
younger siblings." Such helping behavior is of particular interest
to evolutionary biologists, who try to understand why sexually
mature animals sometimes forgo breeding and instead help
closely related kin. With each crow coded by year of birth and
parentage, McGowan can return to the ground with his
binoculars and watch the extended family dynamics. "Crows
almost never breed before they're 2 years old. Most don't
leave home to breed until age 4 or 5," he said. "While they
wait for a breeding opportunity, most crows help their
parents raise young in several ways. They help feed the
incubating female, they feed the nestlings and fledglings,
they defend the nest and surrounding territory and they
stand guard over other family members while they forage.
"Crows rebuild their nests every year, so in March, when
McGowan starts looking for crow nests, he knows that a nest
won't be in the same location as it was the previous year, but
that it will be somewhere on the family's territory.
• From late summer until the following spring, a lot more
activity takes place away from the territory because the need
to feed and defend the young is gone.
• But toward dusk, you'll notice all of a sudden that no crows
are around--they've all gone to congregation areas to prepare
for the night's roost. "There's a lot of talking back and forth
and playing around at these pre roosting sites," says
McGowan. Then as it gets dark, they take off and head into the
trees and their roost. Even the breeders sleep in the roost and
leave early in the morning to head back to their territories.
• A roost in Cayuga Heights, a suburb of Ithaca, had about
1,200 birds in it, which is actually not that large compared to
some.
The Common Raven is larger, longer winged, and heavier beaked than
crows. Ravens' tails are tapered at the end, giving them a diamond or
wedge shape compared to a crow's shorter, squarer tail.

I Have Found An “Intelligent” Baby Crow... Now What?

Healthy Bird Observation

Is the Baby Bird I have found
a Crow?
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Is the bird bald or have black pin
feathers, baby blue eyes and a red
crimson mouth? If you answered
“yes,” it's a nestling crow. Crows make
their nest to high to actually be able to
place the baby back in the nest and
they will not care for two nests at the
same time, so making an alternate nest
is not an option for a crow. These
birds need rehabilitation.
If developing sleek feathers, what is
the tail length? (very important to
determine). In crows, if less than 4”
they need rehabilitation... If in doubt
lift the wings and measure the tail. Do
not leave a nestling crow on the
ground .
If it is determined that the baby needs
human intervention, follow these steps
until your call is returned. Place him in
a box lined with soft material. If he
does not have any feathers, place the
box on top of a heating pad set to low.
If the baby is gaping, (opens his mouth
and begs), you may soak dog kibble
until it is soft and moist, and dropsized appropriate pieces into his mouth
until he stops. This may be offered
every 30 minutes.
Do not force open his mouth or offer
water as he may aspirate. (choke) He
will get the moisture he needs from the
soaked kibble, and this will hold him
temporarily until a rehabilitator gets
back to you.
In the mean time keep him in a quiet
spot away from all the house hold
activities .

These Crows are gaping and to
young to place back into the tree.

A Young Bird found on the ground that
passes all of the criteria below and has a
tail length exceeding 4” can be placed
back up as high into the trees as possible -in the area where they were found.
Monitor from a distance to make sure the
parents are coming down to feed him.
Crows are typically not fully self-feeding
until they are the size of the adult bird.
Adults will not feed a juvenile on the
ground unless he is fully flighted. They
will starve if left to fend for themselves.
They need the support of the family if they
are to survive.
• Tail length is a determining factor in the
age of crows. You can place a bird with
a tail length of 3- 4" in the branches of a
tree with a thick-set canopy -- As long
as he is not injured and passes all of the
following criteria.
• Is the bird attempting to fly up at least
3-4 feet or at least able to fly parallel to
the ground?

Old enough to be placed back into
the tree

• Is it holding both wings equal to its
body when it is standing? Does it use
both wings equally when it tries to fly?
• Does it use both legs equally when
standing or walking?
• Does he have a strong grip with his
feet? The bird will need to hang on to a
branch when put back into a tree. It may
take a few tries to get him to stay in the
tree. The family of the crow will be
circling around sounding alarm calls
which will cause anxiety in the
juvenile... And the humans trying to
help.
• Get the bird up off the ground and the
parents will continue to care for him.

3 - 4 inch tail. If they are healthy,
you can attempt to place them back
in the tree, but they will have to
watched, to make sure they stay
there.

• Be certain that his parents are there.
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Wildlife Care of Ventura County
WCVC was founded in 1994 as a non-profit, volunteer organization, which holds permits
through the California Department of Fish and Game, United States Fish and Wildlife, and
USDA.
Our organization is permitted to rehabilitate all native wildlife; with the exception of bear,
mountain lion, and deer. Our volunteers specialize in one
or more species, and operate as a team of dedicated, and
highly trained individuals. We work very closely with
veterinarians who provide medical care, x-rays, surgery
and humane euthanasia when necessary.
Beyond the immediate benefits of helping wildlife in
need, WCVC provides a valuable service to the entire
community by making help accessible to those who find
wildlife in distress, in addition to educating the public on
living with our urban immigrants.

Orphaned Young Hummingbird

Our mission is to rescue, rehabilitate,
and release, as well as educate the
public on how to coexist with our wild
neighbors.

Director, Anna Reams
805-581-3911
P.O. Box 941476 Simi Valley Ca, 93065
Information Hotline 805-498-2794
www.wildlifecareofventura.org
Wildlife Care of Ventura County/Facebook

Orphaned Young Screech Owl

KEEP IT WILD!

