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WILDLIFE CARE OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

E

A Wild Animal Rehabilitation and Release Organization
P.O. Box 941476 Simi Valley Ca 93065

www.wildlifecareofsocal.org

805-581-3911

State - Federal - USDA - City permitted organization since 1995

There are NO City, State,
or Federal agencies that
rescue, rehabilitate or even
fund the rehabilitation efforts
of our injured and orphaned
native wild animals.The

Did You Know?

California has some of the strictest
wildlife laws in the country and for
good reason … to protect people and
our native wildlife.
Living in the urban wildlife
interface we are more likely to find
injured wild animals and their
babies. Raising wild animals takes
specialized care and training to keep
them healthy with the skills they
need to survive once released. Most
people will search out a
rehabilitation facility for direction
when they find an orphaned wild
animal… but some don’t. The
following stories are all too common
and end in the animal being
confiscated by Animal Control or
DFW and are then taken to a
rehabilitation facility where they are
evaluated. Depending on that
evaluation, the wildlife facility has
limited options: either placement in a
educational wildlife facility for the
rest of the animals life which
depending on the species can be
anywhere from 20 - sometimes 70
years for birds, euthanized or very,
very rarely they may be young
enough under the right circumstances
to be rehabilitated and returned to the
wild. The following stories are only a
few of many examples of why
raising a wild animal, should be left
to the professionals.

community benefits and
loves the fact that there
are organizations they can
call that are
knowledgeable when they
find an injured wild
animal and can give that
animal a second chance but there is a cost.
Individuals like you are
stepping up and making the
difference, without our help
they will be euthanized.

WE CANNOT DO THE WORK WE DO
WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT.
Rehabilitation is very expensive: permits, food,
medications, caging the list goes on. Your donation of
$30.00 or more will entitle you to continue to receive
our educational newsletter!
WCSC is a non - profit, volunteer organization and
all contributions are tax-deductible. # 77-0390358
THANK- YOU!!
$30.00 ______
$50.00 ______
$75.00 ______
$200.00 ______

$100.00 ______
$500.00 ______

$_______________ Other Amount
Consider donating to wildlife as a gift, or in a trust for
that wildlife fan in your life.
MAIL TO: Wildlife Care of So Cal
P.O. Box 941476
Simi Valley, CA 93065
or Paypal

www.wildlifecareofsocal.org

Please! Help Us Continue to Care for California Wildlife.
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For The Love And Safety of Wildlife
Bobcats are a true gem to see in the wild because they are typically so elusive and
keep their distance, but not this beauty. We got multiple calls on this beautiful
Bobcat who had become an all too common sight on a hiking trail in this small
community overlooking Los Angeles. After seeing the pictures we immediately
knew he had been raised by a member of the public and just released or he escaped.

Bobcat sitting by the trap prior to
trapping

By his behavior, curiosity and lack of fear we can assume he was found as a kitten
and raised in the home as a pet.
Bobcats are with their mom for 9-12 months and in that time they learn how and
where to hunt, and what to fear, before they set out on their own.
This male Bobcat was about 8 months old on intake. When we got him back to the
center after evaluating and considering all of the facts, taking into account his young
age and his behavior with us, which was aggressive, we decided on rehabilitation
and eventual release. After normal intake medical protocol, he was transferred to an
outdoor enclosure in open space without human activity and offered a wild live prey
diet. He would be in this mini environment for the next 3 months monitored by
remote cameras, surviving by catching his own food and learning what he should
have learned as a kitten. Wild animals innately are wild which is why they do not
make good pets. When this cat matured if still living in the home or encountered on
a trail as an adult with no fear of people his story would not end well. We can’t
unteach him what he learned living as a pet but we can teach him how to survive in
the wild and what to fear. He needed his shot at life in the wild and we are thankful
we were able to give him that. 3 months later he was released in an undisclosed area.

Striped Skunk

Bobcat Before Release!

“He’s such a sweet

We received a call from a woman frantically trying to find a facility that would take a skunk that
she had found as a baby and raised herself. After the stern talking to she got about keeping him for
8 months she stuck to her story that she had no idea places like ours existed. We said we would
take him. The history is very important and is two -fold, it gives us a broader view of what to
expect on his health and behavior it also keeps us safe. Although we treat all wild animals with the
same level of precautions, sometimes the hand raised ones can surprise you. She proceeded to tell
us what a great sweet boy he was that he ate everything he was offered, he had the whole run of
the house except when he was in his cage which was kept in the living room. We asked a few
other questions and then asked if he had ever bit anyone. She said no. She wanted confirmation
that he would not be put down and reiterated what a great sweet boy he was multiple times and he
would have died had she not kept him. It started to sound like she was exaggerating and
overcompensating for how great this skunk was, which was concerning… because we know a
thing or two about human behavior as well.

When we got him he was in a very small cat carrier. We placed the carrier in a large run so he could come out on his own ..which he did and
proceeded to charge across the run and ran up the leg of one of one of our volunteers and bit her on the thigh. Wild animals are not domestic pets
and cannot be raised as such. This behavior was most likely learned in the home and they thought it was cute… until it wasn’t anymore.
Habituated (tame)wild animals are more dangerous than their wild counterparts because they have lost the fear of people and they are not as
predictable in their wild behavior.The option of release was out of the question, placing him in an educational sanctuary was not an option
anymore because his behavior was so erratic and not safe for anyone whether you are an experienced animal handler or not. Sadly we had one
option left and that was euthanasia. We also had him tested for rabies, which was negative.
“He was such a sweet boy” that the woman never called back to see how he was doing.
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Taking it to the Streets… treating Coyotes where they live
The Effects of Secondary Poison on Wild Animals

Daphne lives in Lynn Ranch a gated community of Thousand Oaks

Daphne before treatment

California. We started getting phone calls in May 2019 about a sick emaciated
coyote with no hair that was out during the day, not afraid of people but cautious.
The residents of this neighborhood empathized with this animal and wanted to get
her help but just as soon as we started getting the calls and locations of this poor
sick coyote …they stopped coming in.

Coyotes can live in the community for up to 2 years in this horrible condition
with mange mites burrowing under the skin feasting and causing ..
• Extreme itchiness - Open wounds from scratching
• Thick yellow crusts - Hair loss - Bacteria and yeast infections
In Advanced cases:
• Thickening of the skin - Lymph node inflammation - Emaciation
• Dehydration - Anemia and then death
Most animals are exposed to mange mites but a healthy immune system can
fight them off. Coyotes get mange when they ingest rodents who have ingested
rodenticide which in constant small enough doses compromises their immune
system so they are unable to fight off parasites that they normally could. They are
out in the day avoiding competition with healthy coyotes at night and are always
seen warming themselves up in the sun.
Then 3 months after the first call we got another call from a young girl who
discovered a sick coyote sleeping in a hay bail behind her home in Lynn Ranch
for over a week. This young girl’s name was Daphne. Daphne is an avid animal
lover and just wanted to get the coyote help, as she stated “ I was not afraid I just
knew the coyote needed help”. Daphne (which is what we named the coyote) was
treated in the field for Mange 3 days later. We had trail camera's up to document
her progress and in this last shot 3 days later she was looking significantly better.
Then she stopped coming during the day and came only at night ..behaving more
like a healthy coyote.
Wildlife Care of So Cal has been successfully treating coyotes with mange in
the field since 2017 These numbers are staggering and continue to go up
2017 # 8
2018 # 17
2019 #38
Wildlife die from secondary poison but most of them we never see because other
animals consume them and in turn get poisoned. Poison works it’s way right up
the food chain, killing as it goes.
We realize that most people receiving this newsletter are aware and do not use
rodent poison or let their gardeners use sprays in the yard because we know that
hummingbirds, song birds, migrating songbirds, hawks, owls corvids, opossums,
raccoons, fox, bobcats, and coyotes all eat insects, snails and /or rodents. But in
all the areas that have sick coyotes there are common denominators : golf courses
- shopping centers - country clubs - cemeteries and / or parks.

KEEPING IT WILD
DONT GO FOR THE BAIT IT”S KILLING

Daphne 3 days post treatment
Coyotes are visibly showing up in our
communities screaming that the health of our
environment is killing them. Let’s follow a
young girls lead “Daphne” and recognize
something is wrong and do something about it.
You may not personally be using poison but
your community is. Get involved and educate
your community.

U

R

B

A

N

W

I

L

D

L

I

F

E

Wildlife Care of Southern California
A Wild Animal Rehabilitation and Release Organization
PO Box 941476
Simi Valley, Ca. 93065

It is illegal in the state of California to:
1.

Trap or kill native wild animals unless you have a permit from your local animal warden, a fishing or hunting license and are
complying with those laws, or have been given a permit from the US Department of Agriculture APHIS-ADC (Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service, Animal Damage Control) to eradicate a nuisance animal population.
Keep native wild animals as pets. This applies to mammals and birds, although reptiles up to five per species are exempted (we still
discourage collection of native reptiles).
Rehabilitate wild animals without a license. The license must be issued by your local State Department of Fish and Game, and in
addition, to rehabilitate birds a license must be issued by US Fish & Wildlife Service.

2.
3.

FALL 2019

Newsletter

Wildlife Care of So Cal
WCSC (formerly Wildlife Care of Ventura County) was founded in 1994 as a non-profit 501(c)(3) all volunteer
organization, which holds permits through the City of Simi Valley, California Department of Fish and Wildlife,
United States Fish and Wildlife and US Department of Agriculture.
Our organization is permitted to rehabilitate all native wildlife; with the exception of bear, mountain lion, and
deer. Our volunteers specialize in one or more species, and operate as a team of dedicated, and highly trained
individuals. We work very closely with veterinarians who provide medical care, x-rays, surgery and humane
euthanasia when necessary. Beyond the immediate benefits of helping wildlife in need, WCSC provides a valuable
service to the entire community by making help accessible to those who find wildlife in distress, and educating the
public on living with our wild neighbors.

Director, Anna Reams
P.O. Box 941476
Simi Valley Ca, 93065
Information Hotline 805-581-3911
www.wildlifecareofsocal.org
Wildlife Care of Southern California/Facebook
Southern California Protecting Wildlife in your Backyard/
Facebook

Our mission is to rescue, rehabilitate, and release, wildlife as well as educate the public on how to coexist with our wild neighbors.

