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Did You Know? 

       

 WE CANNOT DO THE WORK WE 
DO - WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT.
    Rehabilitation is very expensive: 
permits, food, medications, caging the 
list goes on. Your donation of $30.00 
or more will entitle you to continue to 
receive our educational newsletter! 
    WCSC is a non - profit, volunteer 
organization and all contributions are 
tax-deductible.  # 77-0390358
                    
                   THANK- YOU !
    $30.00    ______       $50.00  ______
    $75.00    ______       $100.00 ______
    $200.00  ______       $500.00  _____
       Other Amount $ ____________

Consider donating to wildlife as a gift or 
in a trust for that wildlife fan in your life.
 PLEASE MAIL TO:
  Wildlife Care of So Cal
  P.O. Box 941476
  Simi Valley, CA 93065  or PayPal 
             www.wildlifecareofsocal.org

     There are NO City, State, or Federal agencies that 
rescue, rehabilitate or even fund the rehabilitation 
efforts of our injured and orphaned native wild animals.   
    We have to pay them in permit fees to help these 
animals.
  The community loves the fact that there are places 
they can call when they find an injured wild animal that 
are knowledgeable and can give the animal a second 
chance. -             But there is a cost.          
Individuals are making the difference. Without ours and 
your help they would be euthanized. 
              PLEASE join us with your donation!
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        Please Help Us Continue to Care for California Wildlife.

2020 has been a very busy year for us, working with wild 
animals we are very familiar with disease processes and 
virus’s but we are also aware that most of the country is not, 
so our prayers go out to all the people who have been forced 
into a situation they weren’t prepared for, we hope you all are 
safe. When the country is closing down, including some 
wildlife organizations due to a zoonotic virus, we remained 
open. This year we saw increasing numbers of 
• Coyotes with mange, #36 as of August most of those are 

LA County, with increasingly more sightings in Ventura 
County than in previous years. 

•  A resurgence of Bobcats with mange in Ventura and Los 
Angeles Counties. 

•  Baby raccoons, huge numbers of infant baby raccoons 
mostly retrieved from attics. We would like to remind 
everyone that raccoon mothers are extremely good 
parents and will retrieve and relocate their babies on their 
own, with some encouragement. The problem we see is 
people immediately contact Animal Control and at that 
point we cannot guide the homeowner in reuniting mom 
and babies, baby raccoons are in rehabilitation for 6 
months and are almost the size of the parent, space is 
limited and facilities fill up very fast. Rehabilitators 
should be the FiRST call made when wild animals are 
involved, especially the babies. 

• Captive Bred Bobcat “Hybrids” being released into the 
wild raises questions. 3 to be exact in 2020
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                  Wild Animals do not make good pets…

       California has some of the toughest laws on exotic pet ownership in 
the nation, they are illegal to own unless you have the proper permits. 
Bobcats are not an exotic animal they are a native specie and are managed  
by the Department of Fish and Wildlife, native California wildlife are illegal 
to own as pets. 
   Although, it is legal to own a hybrid wild animal.   A hybrid is the result of 
crossbreeding a domestic cat with an exotic “wild” cat. An example would 
be an African serval bred with a domestic cat, and sold as a hybrid ”Savanah 
Cat” which is legal.You can’t privately own a wild cat like a serval or bobcat 
in California, but you can take home the next best thing: a hybrid.   
   These 3 Bobcats came in from separate locations in California, 2 of the 
cats were found wandering around unafraid of people, emaciated and full of 
ticks, the 3rd cat was hit by a car. We knew immediately these were not 
California natives, by their dark colorful coats and their behavior was a little 
to complacent to be that of a wild bobcat. They most likely were purchased 
in Nevada as a pet which is very common as they are legal in Nevada. 
     When these cats get to a more mature age and are a little more 
demanding, owners are at a loss of what to do. Owning a hybrid is just as 
dangerous and sometimes more dangerous than owning a full blooded wild 
animal. Why? because wild animals are predictable, you know what to 
expect from them and you behave accordingly, a hybrid is a combination of 
sweet domestic and carnal wild raised in captivity, you don’t know what you 
are getting.
Keeping wild animals as pets can be dangerous. Many will bite, scratch, and 
literally attack the hand that feeds them, children, or guests. Animal owners 
can be legally responsible for any damage, injuries or illnesses caused by 
animals they maintain. Finding new homes for large wild, hard-to-handle 
animals can be difficult, if not impossible, particularly since most zoos are 
unable to accept them. So when faced with these facts of what to do with an 
animal who charges the owners for food and is becoming more aggressive as 
they age, they release them into the wild, and assume they will survive.
    Each of these individual cats have their own personalities and are here 
because they weren’t surviving and were on deaths door,  so we are going to 
share their stories and hopefully their stories will remind people that wild 
animals don’t make good pets and when your done with them you can’t just 
turn them loose.
Enzo is about 2 years old very playful, inquisitive and cautious he was 
confiscated from a park approaching people and the story goes he was a 
hybrid purchased in Nevada. We had a DNA test done on Enzo he is 100% 
Bobcat, bred in captivity and sold.
Glen is also about 2 years old he was caught by animal control on the side of 
the road very emaciated, full of ticks he is very shy and cautious he hides 
when we feed and the longer he is here, I know, “cat and mouse” will be one 
of his favorite games, because he is peeking from behind boulders as if we 
can’t see him.:) He is still young so he is very lean and has super long legs. 
His DNA test is pending.
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ENZO



            

            

Sarge is around 5 -6 years old and has 
been here the longest so his personality 
has blossomed the most, he was hit by a 
car and out cold when we got him, we 
actually think he ran into the car because 
surprisingly he had no fx bones. He 
started to wake up a good 24 hrs later 
and when he did, he has been in charge 
ever since :) hence his name. 
   He is the best example of why 
habituated wild animals do not make 
good pets, he has no fear of people, 
quite the contrary, he is wild, he knows 
it, and is not afraid of demanding it. 
Dinner time he is always waiting at the 
door growling for food. As of this 
writing he has softened his ways a bit he 
knows the routine and what to expect…
that he will always get his dinner.
Sarges DNA sample is also pending. 
Here he is under sedation getting a 
veterinarian exam, he, along with Enzo 
and Glen have found their forever home 
at the WildCat Sanctuary in Minnesota, 
to follow their progress and learn of the 
huge nationwide problem of owning 
wild animals for pets please visit                                         
https://www.wildcatsanctuary.org

… and cannot be released into the wild

            It is illegal in the state of California to:
1. Trap or kill native wild animals unless you have a permit from your local animal warden, a fishing or hunting license and are complying 

with those laws, or have been given a permit from the US Department of Agriculture APHIS-ADC (Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service, Animal Damage Control) to eradicate a nuisance animal population.

2. Keep native wild animals as pets. This applies to mammals and birds, although reptiles up to five per species are exempted (we still 
discourage collection of native reptiles). 

3. Rehabilitate wild animals without a license. The license must be issued by your local State Department of Fish and Game, and in 
addition, to rehabilitate birds a license must be issued by US Fish & Wildlife Service.

Before

9 Days after 
treatment

Coyotes with mange are still are 
still a huge part of our daily 
work, this little guy had been 
seen with an adult for a few 
weeks, he has mange and he 
was progressively getting 
worse. He was treated in the 
field and these pictures are 
before treatment and 9 days 
later.
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 WCSC (formerly Wildlife Care of Ventura County) was founded in 1994 as a non-profit 501(c)(3)  volunteer 
organization, which holds permits through the City of Simi Valley, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
United States Fish and Wildlife and US Department of Agriculture.  
    
     Our organization is permitted to rehabilitate all native wildlife; with the exception of bear, mountain lion, and 
deer. Our volunteers specialize in one or more species, and operate as a team of dedicated, and highly trained 
individuals.  We work very closely with veterinarians who provide medical care, x-rays, surgery and humane 
euthanasia when necessary. Beyond the immediate benefits of helping wildlife in need, WCSC provides a valuable 
service to the entire community by making help accessible to those who find wildlife in distress, and educating the 
public on living with our wild neighbors.  
      

                      Wildlife Care of Southern California
A Wild Animal Rehabilitation and Release Organization
        PO Box  941476                 Simi Valley, Ca. 93065

Wildlife Care of So Cal

Our mission is to rescue, rehabilitate, and release, wildlife as well as educate the public on how to coexist with our wild neighbors. 

 Director, Anna Reams 
P.O. Box 941476 

 Simi Valley Ca, 93065
Information Hotline 805-581-3911

www.wildlifecareofsocal.org
Wildlife Care of Southern California/Facebook

Southern California Protecting Wildlife in your Backyard/
Facebook

      KEEPING IT WILD BY SAYING NO TO POISON - 

                          Don’t go for the bait.. it’s killing our wildlife.  
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